
SOUTH LAKELAND HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the South Lakeland Highways and Transportation Working 
Group held on Wednesday, 21 February 2018 at 9.30 am at Committee Room 1, 
County Offices, Kendal

PRESENT:
Mr SB Collins (Chair)

 

Mr J Bland (Vice-Chair)
Mr SB Collins
Mr N Cotton
Mrs BC Gray
Mr WJ Wearing
Mr I Stewart

Mr M Wilson
Mr G Archibald
Mr GD Cook
Mrs S Evans
Mr P Thornton

Also in Attendance:-

Mr P Hosking - Highways Network Manager
Mrs V Upton - Traffic Management Team Leader
Miss H English - Democratic Services Officer

35 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence received at the meeting.

36 MINUTES

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the previous meeting held on 13 December 
2017 be agreed with the following amendment:-

Removal of Mr G Cook in the attendance list as his name was included twice.

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the special meeting held on 10 January 2018 
be agreed with the following amendments:-

Minute Number 33:-Spelling change of Breezon road to Beezon Road, and
Spelling change of Strammongate to Stramongate

Matters Arising
Under Minute Number 33- Wildman Street Trial, the Local Member for Kendal 
Nether informed the Committee that the Project Lead- Mr O David had walked the 
proposed route with her and felt reassured that there would be green space left.



A discussion took place regarding better ways to school and Members suggested 
that it be looked at in a future meeting.

37 DRAFT DEVOLVED HIGHWAYS REVENUE ALLOCATIONS 2018/19

A report was considered by the Corporate Director – Economy and Highways which 
advised Members of the Local Committee’s devolved highways revenue allocations 
for 2018/19. The provisional allocation for 2018/19 was £1,152,017 which was the 
same as the allocation received in the 2017/18 financial year. Members considered 
the summary of the recommended devolved revenue allocations for 2018/19 as 
appended to the report.

Although the provisional overall allocation for 2018/19 was assumed to be the same 
as 2017/18 the block allocations were varied slightly to reflect the Local Committees 
desire to undertake urban weed spraying during 2018/19. The £12,000 allocated 
was expected to be a third of the costs with the remainder of the cost to be shared 
between the Local Committee communities revenue budget and South Lakeland 
District Council.

The 2017/18 Devolved Highways Revenue Budget reported to Local Committee on 
31 January 2018 and was predicted to overspend by £79,902, although the service 
was working to reduce this before the end of the financial year. It was agreed that 
devolved highways underspends and overspends as at 31 March 2017 be carried 
forward to 2017/18. Therefore It was expected that overspend incurred on the 
2017/18 Devolved Highways Revenue Budget was likely to be carried forward into 
2018/19 reducing the available funds for 2018/19 and restricting the delivery of 
works.

RECOMMENDED, South Lakeland Local Committee approve the devolved 
highways revenue provisional allocations for 2018/ 2019 
as set out in the appendix to the report.

38 DRAFT DEVOLVED HIGHWAYS CAPITAL ALLOCATIONS 2018/19

The Highways and Transportation Working Group were asked to consider the Local 
Committee’s devolved highways capital allocations for 2018/19 and to make a 
recommendation to the South Lakeland Local Committee meeting on 26 March 
2018. The provisional allocation for 2018/19 was £4,203,000 which was a reduction 
of £233,000 in the allocation received in the 2017/18 financial year. In addition the 
needs based allocation of £571,000 in the 2017/18 financial year had been removed 
from budget allocations. The summary of the recommended devolved capital 
allocations for 2018/19 was appended to the report.

The Working Group were asked to consider the proposed NPRN schemes for the 
2018/19 financial year capital programme which was devolved to Local Committee, 
with indicative schemes for 2019/20 and 2020/21, and to make a recommendation 
to the South Lakeland Local Committee meeting on 26 March 2018.



The Highways Network Manager advised that appendix 1 would be revised and re-
circulated to reflect pothole funding received from Government 

The local Member for Kendal Nether requested that carriageway resurfacing works 
in Castle Crescent be undertaken as part of the 2018/19 programme of works with 
carriageway resurfacing of Langdale Crescent being deferred to a following year.
A Member asked for a presentation on the Priority Assessment Scheme to be given 
at the next meeting of the Highways and Transportation Working Group.

RESOLVED, that Highways and Transportation Working Group recommend 
to South Lakeland Local Committee to approve the devolved 
highways capital provisional allocations for 2018/2019 and the 
named carriageway, footway and drainage scheme for 
2018/2019 as appended to the report with the following 
amendments:-

 Carriageway resurfacing – Castle Crescent to replace Langdale 
Crescent.

39 UPDATE ON THE DELIVERY OF THE 2017/18 DEVOLVED AND NON 
DEVOLVED CAPITAL PROGRAMME

The Working Group received a briefing note from the Corporate Director – Economy 
and Highways. The briefing note informed Members of the progress made to date 
on delivering the 2017/18 devolved and non-devolved Capital Programme.

Members received commentary on progress of the following:-

Surface Treatment Programme (Surface Dressing)

Work was being done on the pre-surface dressing patching works required during 
2017/18 for the 2018/19 surface dressing programme. Since the last meeting of the 
Highways and Transportation Working Group works had commenced on the PRN 
pre-surface dressing patching. All beds had been completed with the exception of 
the A6 surface dressing bed over Shap which had been suspended due to 
inclement weather. Works would recommence at the end of February/ early March 
depending upon weather. The NPRN patching had been ongoing when the weather 
and resources allowed.

Carriageway Resurfacing

Since the previous meeting of the Highways and Transportation Working Group the 
following carriageway resurfacing schemes had been delivered from the devolved 
and non-devolved capital programmes:-

 U5743 College Road Windermere



It was also programmed to undertake resurfacing works in March 2018 to 
conclude the devolved NPRN programme of works

 U5847 Shap Road Industrial Estate, Kendal;
 U808 Low Fellside Kendal

The IRP team had undertaken the following resurfacing works:-
 A684 Hill Top
 Mintsfeet Trading Estate
 A6 Milnthorpe works- currently ongoing

The Network Manager informed the meeting that since the report had been written 
the IRP team resurfacing  of the A591 Ambleside had been postponed from March 
2018. A new date has yet to be agreed.

Footway Resurfacing

Since the last meeting of the Highways and Transportation Working Group the 
following footway resurfacing schemes had been delivered:-

 Birchwood Drive, Ulverston
 Kirk Flatt, Great Urswick
 Mowbray Drive, Burton in Kendal
 Sycamore Drive, Ulverston
 Orchard Road, Bardsea

Works were ongoing at Castle Garth, Sedbergh.

Drainage Works

Since the last meeting of the Highways and Transportation Working Group drainage 
works had focussed mainly on reactive works.

Progress on the named schemes had been affected by both winter maintenance 
activity and the Highway Network Officer vacancy within the team, it was explained 
that this post was instrumental in delivering drainage projects. It was anticipated that 
the following named schemes would be delivered in the next financial year and were 
included in the named drainage schemes draft list for 2018/19 which was tabled at 
the meeting.

 Red Lane, Ulverston
Local Lead Flood Authority colleagues were working with the local landowner 
to agree remediation measures. County Council Highways would contribute 
to the highway element of the scheme once agreed.

 Grange Fell Cemetery Soakaway
Permission was still awaited from the parochial church council to install 
soakaway in the cemetery and formalise the natural drainage that was 
occurring.



 Ambleside, The Struggle
Investigation works were to be undertaken this financial year with measures 
next year.

 Natland, Natland Green Soakaway
An agreement was required with the owners of The Green to progress 
improvements to existing soakaway.

 Kendal, Heron Hill and Rinkfield
Confirmation was still awaited of ground conditions prior to installing a new 
pipe. Works were to be undertaken in 2018/19.

At the time of the meeting the County Council were still awaiting confirmation of a 
formal announcement that Cumbria had been awarded an additional £5m from DfT 
to further resilience to Bridges and Drainage assets. It was explained that the DfT 
were keen to see funding invested in resilience measures to ensure that the PRN 
network was accessible during times of poor weather. This was essential to ensure 
that goods and services could be delivered around the County and to promote 
economic growth within Cumbria. Highways Officers were collating together sites 
which would benefit from this investment across the County. This funding would 
enable the Local Committee funding to be directed at issues on the NPRN network 
for 2018/19 as detailed in the Draft Capital Programme report tabled at the meeting.

Winter Maintenance Activities
The Highways Network Manager explained that although winter maintenance 
activity was not devolved to Local Committee and was funded centrally; the winter 
maintenance activity impacted on works delivered through Local Committee budgets 
as staff were diverted onto winter maintenance. Up to 12 February 2018 in the 
South Lakes Area (South Lakes and Barrow) 1054 winter treatments had been 
delivered. This compared to 587 treatments up to 12 February 2017 and 751 
treatments for the whole of 2016/17 south area winter season.

The team had worked hard to ensure that, wherever possible, the named schemes 
in the capital programme be delivered, albeit to a revised programme, with other 
works such as IRP work and other maintenance activity, delayed.

RECOMMENDED, that the briefing paper be noted.

40 FOOTBRIDGES

Following on from a request to consider footbridges at a future meeting Members 
were asked what they wish to see on a future report. Members advised that they 
would like to receive information on damaged bridges and the plan for repair which 
they would be able to share with Members of the public.



41 BRIEFING NOTE FOR MINTSFEET TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER

Members received a briefing note from the Corporate Director – Economy and 
Highways which updated and informed Members of the progress made to date on 
the Mintsfeet Traffic Regulation Order (TRO).

Members were informed that the TRO had been drafted and at the time of the 
meeting was being advertised and consulted upon as a statutory requirement. A 
copy of the full Statement of Reasons and Statutory Notice for the proposals were 
appended to the briefing note. Formal consultation and advertising began on 
Thursday 15 February 2018 and would finish on Friday 9 March 2018.

The Working Group were informed that a full report regarding the TRO with 
recommendations as to making the Order permanent would be presented to the 
Local Committee at its meeting on 26 March 2018. Officers had only received 
comments from the Parking Manager at this stage and therefore Members would 
receive a verbal update of responses received at the Local Committee meeting.

RECOMMENDED, that the briefing paper be noted.

42 INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING AND NEXT STEPS IN KENDAL

The Working Group considered a briefing note from the Corporate Director – 
Economy and Highways which set out the proposed approach to the further 
development of infrastructure proposals for Kendal.

The report advised that developing the next stage of the business case for the 
Kendal Northern Access Route would be a major and costly exercise. South 
Lakeland District Council were starting to develop their next local plan and this 
would pose and answer major questions around land use and growth.

It was highlighted that certainty on the direction of future growth in the town would 
be vital for the business case to be effective. As the Local Plan had not yet been 
progressed there was a lack of certainty, creating the risk that a business case 
would be abortive or sub-optimal.

An extensive discussion took place regarding the importance of a Kendal Northern 
Access Route. The commitment of all parties moving forward was positive and it 
was AGREED that an update be given at a future meeting.

RECOMMENDED, that the briefing note be noted.

43 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE WORKING GROUP

It was AGREED that the following items would be discussed at the next meeting of 
the Highways and Transportation Working Group:



- Community road closure process during flooding (minute 55 of the Working 
Group meeting on 21 February 2017 refers)

- Update on disc parking in the South Lakeland Area
- 20 mph zones – Broughton and Gleaston (minute 30 of a meeting of the 

Local Committee on 30 September 2015 refers) + Ulverston, Kendal and 
Arnside

- Footway defects
- Presentation on PAS

44 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was noted that the next meeting of the Working Group was scheduled for 11 April 
2018 at County Offices, Kendal.

The meeting ended at 11.45 am


